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Matt Weinhold: High Energy With Lower Hair
By DENNIS 14cLELLAN

Ever wonder what Mozart s first
opera, wdtten at age 7, must have

Ma|| weinhold has.
''What kind of opera can a 7-

year 'oLd k jd wr j le?"  Weinhold
asks, singingjn operatlc lones:

"fxe got caoties,Ile got coaties,
nwh ntoh ngah-nwh-nUah. . ."

weinhold. who's pe orming al
the Brea Improv through Sunday,
has toned down his trademark
pompadour. making him, as he
says, 'more of a cross beiween
Eivrs and William Shatne." lhan a
walking advenisem€nt fof Bob\
Big Boy.

Bu1 lhe San Ffancisco-based
comic s hjgh-eneryy, off-lhe-walL
bfand ofbumor remains intac!.

On stage, We,nhold does €very'
thing from a gospel version of rhe
Beach Bor's "California Crrls ( I
wjsh lhcy all couid be P€ntecostal
girls ) to dcscribing wha! r! wouLd
be hke il Top'{O AM radio music
were piped into hospiral delivery

"Hi. hon ya dorn ? he says as a
newborn baby who sounds suspi-
ciously like l(asey Casem. "I starl
€d off as a gl€am in mJ mom and
dad\ eye, rockeled my way up the
b'rlh canal, makin my way lo my
No. I day. It's mei Your babyl
D' rec i f romw-O l4,Bl"

Weinhold, who has appeared on
''Comic Sldp Live' and "An Eve-
ning at the Improv," has b€gun to
make the move from middle ac1 to
headhner in clubs around the
counlry. Describing his winning
pertormance in the 1989 Sland-Up
Comedy Compeiition, lhe Seaitle
Pos!-Inteliigencer called him "an
immed'ale hi{. And the San Fran-
cisco We€kly has described him as
"cul€, c.azy and downright hilari-

So how does Weinhold describe
his comedy style?

"Ils call€d insanity," he said by
phone rrom San Dr€go, where he
was appeaing last week. "Thebesr

like al noon jn the p3rk playing

Weinhold. howeve., is nol total-
ly av€.se to believing in things he

"I do believe there mjght be life
on other planets, allhough why
would they visit us? We're annoy-
ing. W€re doing everylhing we
can ta contacr these p€ople, b'ri
we re so obvious shooling offro.k-
els and satellites togetthet atlen-
lion. It\ Iike we re the Jehovah's
Witnesses of lhe univ€rce-

Hes also noliced how every-
body s celebrating Christmas lhese
daJs. There are Jeuisi people I
know who have Chr is tmas
trees. . . . I bet llere are a couple
ol Salan worshrpefs lhal gel in the
sprrit ol the lhing-a coulle of
guys huddled around a penraglam,
'Evcn lhough Cldsr h our enemy
and Chrislians must be destroyed,I
gol you this beefstick from Hicko'

As a conedran. $Ieinhold sald,
hrs goal is 10 mx his mo.ologue
with "a sense of lheater, Inslead of
jusr lelling ajoke,I lry lo bnng it to
life by using cha.acters, diilefenl

Weinhold, who studjed acting in
lhe BaJ Area. got inlo stand-up
five years ago at 22. lhe .esult of
''basically going to open m'kes and
looklng al o!he. people and going,
'Cod. I can l suck nearly as bad as

At Ue t'me, he wasacljrg in and
making his own short lilms and he
realzed that doing stand-up come-
dy '\as kind of a cheaper way to
get out some ol lhe ideas I had to
gel ou! in film: Whereas jt cost 800
bucks apiece for each film, a pencil
and paper doesn tcost too much."

Lik€ his exlensrv€ collection ol
comic books, movie posters, car-

toon figrllines and science ficdon
memorabilia at home, Weinhold s
act is a hodgepodge of fun sluff.

"I like my act," he sard. "I leel
I've done a good job with it il I m
dtpping with sweat.l lik€ to jump
around, I like to get into a frenzy
with itbecause I mexcitedabout it.
l'm havrng fun and I want the
audience to feeL the same. '

Denni$ ncLeLlnn i.s o Tines stall
uriter uha coDds coned! reglkru
furA.C.LiNel

Wh€n: Thursday, Feb. 13, and Sunday,
Feb. 16, at8:30 p.m.:Friday, Feb. 14,
at 8:30 and 10:30 p.m.j S61urday,
Feb. 15, ar 8 and 10130 p.m. wlrh
Rocky LaPone and Dave Goodman.

Where: The lmp.ov, 945 E. Birch St,.
8rca.

whereaboubi Take the Lamben Road
exrt onthe 06ige (57) Frceway and
go west. Turn reit on staie college
Boulevard a'rd nght on Brch Stfeet.
The fiprov is ln the Brea l\4ai€tp ace,
€cross fiom the &ea Mail.

wn6r6wlthal $7 ro 510.
where to C.lL (714)529,7878.

'Every time I hear a ghost
story, it 's always they
saw the ghost late at
night in a dark spooky

place. Nobody ever sees a
ghost like at noon in the

park playing with a
Flisbee.'

ntotr FsNHo,o

wa) lo describe il would be trlelt-
?cnu! oflbeat, yer rheres a lo! ol
ene.gy involved as well. If any-
lhing,I wanl to porlray lhe things I
lend lo think in a more bizar.e
rrame ol mrnd. Even if I'm talking
aboul somethrng 'normal,' I want to
kind ol do it I:1oro in an original
wa.v.,

Weinhold said he does a bil
aboLu the supernalural "and how
skeplical I am aboul all of it. For
exampie, most people th€se days
bellev€ in things like ghosls and
sluff. bul every time I hear a ghosr
slory, il\ always they saw the
ghosl lateat nighr ina dark spooky
place- Nobody ever sees a ghost
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