Stepmom smitten
with stepson in ‘X’

From the Greeks to Neil Si-
mon, the love triangle has re-
mained one of the sturdiest de-
vices in drama. Playwright Judy
Soo0 Hoo explores the humor and
pathos of that familiar triptych
in “Solve for X,” a Lodestone
Theatre Ensemble production at
the Grove Theater Center in
Burbank.

Hoo’s evocative drama about
a young stepmother’s clandes-
tine obsession for her handsome
stepson owes an obvious spirit-
ual debt to Racine’s “Phaedra.”
However, the play’s heights of
Racinian poeticism are too fre-
quently undermined by a reitera-
tive plot, which belabors the ro-
mantic dynamic between its
star-crossed lovers without ex-
plaining the compelling reasons
for their attraction.

At the apex of the story is
Hannah (Elaine Kao), a beauti-
ful young math teacher swept
into marriage by the charismatic
but much older Theo (vigorously
effective Kelvin Han Yee). A
baron of bottled tea drinks, Theo
spends most of his time empire
building in the Pacific Rim, leav-
ing the bored Hannah to find
comfort in the arms of his only
son, Henry (Roger Fan). When
Theo is reported lost in a plane
crash, Hannah sees her opportu-
nity to formalize her long-stand-
ing affair with Henry. But
Henry's natural repugnance
against such an “unnatural”
marriage, coupled with Theo’s
sudden return, seem likely to
dash Hannah's hopes.

Playing multiple roles, Emily
Liu and Kipp Shiotani function
as a sort of informal Greek cho-
rus, commenting on the action
and providing pungent comic re-
lief. Yet Henry's essential callow-
ness never evolves into a fully
rounded adult sensibility, so
Hannah's obdurate pursuit of
him seems capricious and unmo-
tivated — more wheedling than
wooing. Despite that, “X” is both
sophisticated and humane, al-
ways watchable and frequently
moving. Director Jeff Liu elicits
sensitive performances from his
handsome cast, particularly
Kao, whose captivating blend of
delicacy and forcefulness amelio-
rates Hannah's caprices and
makes her genuinely poignant.

— F. KATHLEEN FOLEY

G002 ‘G YoIBIA ‘Aeplag

OwmniPo

TALENT GROUP

P



